
Presentation: 

2 balloons to float up with “this is one easy way to take action and spread a message” 

hanging from them… 

Intro: there has been a lot of talk about the protests that happened 2 weeks ago. Lots of rumors 

about what happened, lots of lies by the police to justify their police brutality, and lots of 

accusations. We hope we can clear up some of those rumors tonight, but we also hope to inspire 

you to get involved in this struggle to stop the budget cuts.  

What are the budget cuts?: The cuts in Louisiana have been deep already. In the past 2 years, 

the state has cut more than $14 million from UNO alone. There are plans to cut even deeper 

soon, with a 35% cut for the next year.They are likely going to declare financial exigency before 

the end of this semester, meaning they can fire even tenured faculty and do all sorts of other 

“emergency” measures. Already at UNO, cuts have gotten rid of majors, increased class sizes, 

left us with filthy buildings, and we now have to pay for printing on top of our technology fee. It 

has already meant the ending of some scholarships, less classes to choose from, and higher 

tuition for a lower quality of education. All this is happening while administrators like John 

Lombardi rake in over $600,000 a year! And next year will be even worse. We can’t let that 

happen: not for ourselves, not for the high school kids comin’ up behind us, and not for the 

future of this city and state, especially while we’re still putting our lives back together from 

Katrina. Our ultimate goal is free college for anyone who wants to learn, but we sure as hell are 

not going to sit by while things go in the opposite direction. We took action two weeks ago 

because we want a future worth living in.  

This photo behind us (see the other PDF for photos referenced in presentation: 

http://occupyla.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/we-are-everywhere.pdf ) is from a New Jersey high 

school walkout to protest budget cuts to public schools there. They show us that we are far from 

alone, that this is a nationwide student uprising against cutbacks and messed up priorities by the 

old fools currently in power, who don’t care about our future because they’re not going to have 

to live through it. 

1. Last year in California, they were facing 32% tuition increases and cutbacks to their budgets. 

They responded with a massive statewide movement that march on their capitol, shut down 

business as usual at their schools, and took their demands to the streets, to show those in power 

that while this insanity is implemented, there will be no business as usual. This is a video of one 

of the hundreds of protests that took to the streets to demand change. UC Berkeley massive 

protest blocks intersection (first :30secs.): fade in sound at 25secs. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_w0CToZjCc&feature=related 

2. When students realized their demands were still not being met, they asserted their right to use 

the buildings of the university to discuss how to stop the cuts. The buildings of the university 

belong to the students, or at least they are supposed to. This is called an open occupation. UC 

Davis open occupation (til 2:37mins): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWBa20tygk0&NR=1 
(after say: the student senate tried to meet in the occupied building, but the cops wouldn't let 

them, even though it’s their university campus, and so from outside they met and voted no 

confidence in the board of regents for making the cuts...) 
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3. Some, realizing that the cops were on the side of regents and the powerful, knew they 

had to take space and hold it. Occupations show through actions that this is our 

university, not the police’s, not the administrations, and certainly not the Board of 

Regents’. Occupations transform spaces, from classrooms to organizing centers, from 

campus buildings to physical locations for those interested in fighting the cutbacks to 

gather inside and outside of to discuss how to stop them. They give our movement a 

place to be born from. Even though it sucks to have to fight tooth and nail for basic 

respect, fairness, and a decent affordable education, it doesn’t mean we can’t have a 

good time while rising up! UCSC occupation + dance party outside (til 1:40mins): 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muSyeu--_vU&feature=related 

and this: (til 1:35): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1k-jsBlZmpo&feature=related 

 

4. Students at other colleges followed their example, and the tactic of occupation soon 

spread like wildfire, even at commuter colleges like SF State. SF State occupation: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zl94C-lVfKc 

 

5. UC Berkeley had a beautiful occupation that lasted an entire day, with thousands of 

supporters showing up outside. This clip is a view from the inside of what it looks like 

when students try to take back control of their university. Democracy now on wheeler 

hall (34:13-40:52mins): 

http://www.democracynow.org/2009/11/24/as_uc_berkeley_investigates_police_brutalit

y 

 

6. New York has also seen many occupations recently, like this one at NYU. NYU occupation (0-

:25secs.): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3EkD_4rWxHU&feature=related 

 

7. In this video, we see an attempt by NYU students to go into the occupation to decide together 

what should happen at their university, and the police attempting to stop students from 

transforming space to organize and create a new future for their own university.  NYU 

occupation break in by supporters: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MizOJq65Gx8&feature=related 

 

8. Occupations, strikes, and resistance has inspired people to stand up for each other, and even 

express their support from the other side of the US. NYC solidarity march: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ly96pnN2KK0 

 

9. Solidarity knows no borders, and kids in California seem like they had an awesome time while 

sending love to fellow student occupiers in Vienna, Austria. vienna solidarity dance party from 

CA: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jHzTajmeQ8&feature=related 

 

10. This is a worldwide movement against our future being robbed out from under us, as we are 

made to pay for the recession’s crisis, created by Wall Street bankers and the politicians that they 

circle the revolving door with, between government and industry. All over the world, kids are 

saying “we won’t let them pay for their crisis with our future.” Vienna occupation video: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfk2SOVHEWw 
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11. Here’s some London kids getting down. United movements are strong movements, and the 

faculty support of these actions means a lot to students. London occupation (up to 2:30mins) : 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axcGqw-JF9w 

 

12. So obviously this is a movement that spans the globe, from fighting tuition hikes in Dhaka, 

Bangladesh to kids occupying the most prestigious university in all of France, Paris’s Sorbonne. 

In the video coming up from Croatia, students invade a meeting of their governing board and 

shut it down so they can’t vote on budget cuts. We would LOVE to see this happen at the LSU 

Board Of Supervisors meeting on Oct. 15
th

. We have the numbers; all we need is a few carloads 

of kids willing to go in and refuse to allow them to destroy UNO. We think this can and should 

happen. croatia (0-1mins & 3-3:20mins.) : 

http://occupyca.wordpress.com/2010/06/10/university-of-zagreb-fee-increase-vote-foiled/ 

 

15. Another idea we want people to be thinking about is that just because this is about 

universities, we don’t have to stay on the campus. Many student movements have expanded 

beyond their campuses. Check out what kids at UC Berkeley did at the end of their semester last 

spring, after asking politely in every way possible to stop the cuts and getting no response:  I-880 

takeover(to 1:48mins): 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NsjadfLYnD4&feature=player_embedded&has_verified=1 

 

16. An incredible, inspiring moment of intensification of the student struggle occurred just last 

spring when the University of Puerto Rico engaged in a semester long strike and campus 

occupation. There are some photos of it behind me. You can see that just like us, students and 

faculty began by having meetings about their situation. They had marches, just like we have had, 

and eventually, they went on strike and shut down their university. They occupied buildings, 

expanded their occupations, found their voices, and let their thoughts cover every surface at their 

school. Their administrators cancelled the rest of the semester in response, but students 

responded by taking over the whole campus, kicking out the administration who had been 

working with the cops, and taking their struggle to the streets of San Juan. They blockaded roads 

and handed out fliers to combat the negative lies being spread about them by the media. They 

were united, defiant, and refused to be beat. It took a lot of struggle, a lot of time, and a lot 

strength, but they got their Board of Regents to rescind the new fees they were trying to impose, 

abandon their privatization initiatives, and extend the tuition waivers for poor students. They also 

got the Board to agree to giving the strikers amnesty and not to bring reprisals down on them for 

the strike. So sometimes it takes a huge struggle, but what have we got to lose? Let’s go on 

strike, SOON! (photos on other PDF: http://occupyla.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/we-are-

everywhere.pdf ) 

 

17. One more video from Berkeley, we’ll let this speak for itself, since it happens to be narrated. 

UC Berkeley pre-game communiqué:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7h_9O7P-QXg 

 

Skyler, a UNO alumni, has a presentation now that delves into some of the historical inspirations 

that people have drawn on in the current movements we’ve been discussing. His presentation is 

like 15 minutes, and then we’ll get into the UNO protests for a couple minutes and open it up to 

discussion. 
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Cut to Skylar---------- (his talk was amazing and we will try to get it up on occupyLA soon) 

 

18. And so, finally, here we are, a part of this huge global movement. Check it out! WDSU news 

coverage: http://www.abc26.com/videobeta/d77a84b1-68cb-4e20-ba07-

b529c2c6a66a/News/Protests-Breaking-Out-At-UNO-Over-Budget-Cuts 

Let’s have a nice round of applause for all the beautiful kids out there standing up for UNO. 

Since the protest, the 2 arrested students have been suspended; Chief Harrington has been 

spreading lies saying that 6 officers were hurt and a bunch of other crap. His story changes every 

day. The police reports of the 2 arrested students say exactly the same thing, cut and paste 

plagiarism style, despite the fact that they were arrested in totally different places. The UNO PD 

has generally been trying to throw every smear at us, like saying we are “outside agitators,” in a 

lame attempt to justify their own incompetence and brutality in handling simple a student protest.  

But this isn’t about them, this is about us. Let’s stand up for the kids who got arrested, get each 

other’s backs, and build a movement that people will be showing clips about our struggle to save 

UNO to kids like us in 30 years.  

Open it up to discussion of tactics and strategy.  

20. dance dance revolution ucsc we are allfriends video: (at very end when people are leaving) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mA7hA-XHgIU  (from 4:45 to the end) 
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